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PANTHER 
C U B  "Prima Veritas 
Volume  1  
Num b er  1  
OFFICIAL ORGAN OF THE DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY 
PRAIRIE VIEW A&M UNIVERSITY 
Prairie View, Texas 1979 
Operation Talent Scout 
ATTENTION: Counselors, Principals, Social Studies 
Teachers 
The Department of History is on a talent hunt for 
History majors. Our hunt is especially strong for students 
who have promise, but are without adequate funds to enter 
college. We are asking for the names of these persons in 
the graduating class who are interested in pursuing a major 
in History. 
The Department can offer some scholarships to a few 
carefully selected persons. In addition, the school has an 
aid program of scholarships and loans. We will send 
brochures presenting the program in History, the aid pro­
gram and other vital information. 
Execute the enclosed form at your earliest possible 
convenience. We would like to make direct contact with 
the students. 
What Ever Happened to...? 
John Paul Davis '63 
"John Paul" as we affectionately called him, was one 
of the beloved "majors" — That inner-circle coteri of 
students who somehow developed a special relationship to 
the staff and its program. John Paul was a student worker 
for some of his published articles. He taught awhile in the 
public schools, and was stopped to enter Bates College of 
Law at the University of Houston. After graduating he 
became Assistant District Attorney for Beaumont, a posi­
tion he held for several years. He is now in private practice, 
a churchman (deacon — United Methodist), a civic leader, 
and a worthy representative of the ideals of our depart­
ment. 
THE PANTHER CUB 
Published Quarterly in the interest of a Greater Prairie View A. 
and M. University. The CUB serves as the voice of Pantherland. 
Prairie View A&M University is open to all, regard­
less of race, color, religion, or national origion. 
EDITOR Harris Bell 
HEAD OF 
DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY George R. Woolfolk 
Phi Alpha Theta Initiation 
The Phi Epsilon Chapter of Phi Alpha Theta Interna­
tional Honor Society in History is pleased to announce two 
new members into its scholarly number. Jimmy Williams 
and Jackie DeLoach, History majors of the month, were 
initiated in September, 1979. 
Phi Alpha Theta is an International Honor Society in 
History. It was organized at the University of Arkansas on 
March 17, 1921. Since that time it has grown to the point 
where it now has more than four hundred and seventy-five 
chapters in forty-nine states, Puerto Rico, Canada and the 
Phillipine Islands. Phi Epsilon Chapter was established by 
the Department of History at Prairie View A&M Universi­
ty in 1975. Dr. Purvis M. Carter is the sponsor for the 
1979-80 academic year. 
February, 1980—Black History Month 
The month of February has been officially designated 
as Black Culture and Awareness Month at Prairie View 
A&M University in cooperation with the Association for 
the Study of Negro Life and History. The theme for the en­
tire month is "Heritage For New America!' The Depart­
ment of History, who is coordinating the activities, is look­
ing forward to the seminars, lectures and other activities 
sponsored by the schools, division departments and 
organizations of the University. All are expected to contact 
the Department as soon as possible to verify your role in 
the activities. 
History Professor Named 
To National Advisory Group 
Dr. Anasuya S. Rao, Associate Professor of History 
at Prairie View A&M University, has accepted an appoint­
ment to the National Council for the Social Studies Ad­
visory Committee on Teacher Education and Certification. 
Dr. Rao, with Prairie View since 1964, will serve on 
the prestigious committee for three years beginning in 
1980. A native of India, the Doctor was graduated from 
the University of Mysore near Bangalore in 1951 with a 
B.A. Degree, then received her Bachelor of Education in 
1956 from Rutger University. She received a Master's 
Degree in Education and History in 1965, then a Ph.D. in 
1972 from Texas A&M University. 
E D I T O R I A L  —  
To Teach, To Search, To Serve 
What is the mission of the Black University Depart­
ment of History in the pattern of disciplines surrounding 
it? It must constantly remind the disciplines of the 
credibility, dignity, and usability of the black past as a 
focal point for the meaning of their universal service to all 
people. This is not intellectual chauvinism. It simply means 
that out of our own pain, and hurt, and heartache we have 
distilled a peculiar ethnic wisdom about the human condi­
tion and human aspiration that does not embitter our in­
sights, but rather sharpens our perceptions of human 
worth and deepens our capacities for compassion, so that 
our strategies in our art as well as our science will flavor 
our culture with negritude. This is the meaning of cultural 
pluralism. 
B L A C K S  I N  Y O U R  P A S T  —  
David Walker, 1785-1829 
In 1829 David Walker published what has been con­
sidered the most radical assault upon slavery and racism to 
come from a black man in America. 
David Walker was born free in Wilmington, North 
Carolina. At the age of forty-five, Walker, unable to live 
amidst the suffering of his brothers in bondage, moved to 
Boston where he became a prominent businessman as well 
as a radical agitator in the Black community. 
Walker was a product of the emerging group con­
sciousness of the time. In his protest, David Walker's Ap­
peal, in Four Articles: in Particular with a Preamble, to the 
Coloured Citizens of the World, but in Particular, and 
Very Expressly to Those of the United States of America 
(1829), Walker's primary object of attack was white 
racism, as manifested in slavery, in denial of educational 
opportunities to Blacks, in the irony of slaveholding chris­
tians in a land of liberty, colonization schemes and Black 
acquiescence to the racist status quo. 
Walker's Appeal had a tremendous effect on both the 
anti-slavery movement and the slaveholding class. It did 
much to put into focus the movements centered around 
abolitionists Benjamin Lundy, Henry Highland Garnet 
and William Lloyd Garrison. The slaveholding class went 
into a panic after the publication of Walker's Appeal. 
Many southern legislatures met to consider the best way to 
deal with Walker's cry for equality. Southern slaveholders 
were said to have placed a reward on his head, and he was 
found dead, perhaps of poisoning, on June 28, 1830. 
Walker's relevance lies in the fact that he stressed the 
need for unity of all colored peoples, the unequivocal re­
jection of racism, the demand for full equality and the pas­
sion for learning, still very real in 1979. 
CURRICULUM NEWS 
The Department of History is pleased to announce a New 
Area of Study, (Ethnic Studies). This program includes study in 
Black History, Afro-American Music and Art, as well as the 
sociology and politics of Black Americans. 
U N D E R G R A D U A T E  O F F E R I N G S  
Majors and Minors are offered in the Department in 
HISTORY 
THE TEACHING OF HISTORY 
UNDERGRADUATE: Teacher Education Provisional 
Programs (TEA Approved) 
A. Plan 1: Preparation to Teach Two Fields (First Teaching 
Field in History And An Approved Second Teaching 
Field) 
B. Plan II: Preparation To Teach Related Fields (Social 
Studies With History Orientation) 
C. Plan I: Preparation To Teach History As A Second 
Teaching Field 
UNDERGRADUATE: Regular Professional Programs 
(Non-Teaching Certification) 
A. HISTORY MAJOR 
B. HISTORY MINOR 
C. INTERGRATED SOCIAL SCIENCE 
G R A D U A T E  O F F E R I N G S  
Majors and Minors are offered in the Department in -
HISTORY 
THE TEACHING OF HISTORY 
THE TEACHING OF SOCIAL SCIENCE 
GRADUATE: Teacher Education Professional Programs 
A. History Major: Degree Status (Regular) TEA Approved 
B. History Major: Degree Status (Regular) 
C. Social Science Majors: (Degree Status) 
D. Special Student: Non-Degree Status (A program of 
Teacher Preparation for Area of Assignment for teachers 
issued Secondary Teacher Certificates before September, 
1962) 
GRADUATE: Regular Professional Programs 
A. History Majors: Degree Status (Regular) 
B. History Minors: Degree Status (Regular) 
C. Social Science Majors: Degree Status 
D. Special Students: Non-Degree Status 
T H E  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  H I S T O R Y  —  
Faculty and Staff 
1. DR. GEORGE R. WOOLFOLK .. 
Department of History 
2. DR. ANASUYA S. RAO .. .Associate Professor of History 
3. DR. PURVIS M. CARTER . . .  A s s o c i a t e  P r o f e s s o r  o f  H i s t o r y  
4. MR. JAMES W. HARRIS 
5. MR. HARRIS BELL 
6. MS. VIVIAN STRAUTHER 
7. MRS. LA VERNE HiLL 
8. MR. EZEKIAL DUKES 
9. MR. OLLICE HUGHES 
D I D  Y O U  K N O W  ?  
Andrew Jefferson was the first black appointed to the 5th Circuit Federal Appeals Court in New Orleans, 
Louisiana. 
President Thomas takes leadership among Black College Presidents in encouraging Black youths to enter the 
military service. 
The Southern Association will be here to evaluate Prairie View pretty soon. 
